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Air. Kubo also brought out the point that
most foreigners mistakenly think that the only
true geisha are those who can converse cleverly.
Usually all geisha have some artistic achievement
and a few of them may excel in conversation besides
exercising their artistic talents. A successful
geisha must be able to entertain in many ways.
She must sense the tastes of her guests, and no
matter what mood they are in, she must fulfil her
function of softening the feelings and comforting
those who are worn with daily cares.
The girls have a chance to display their many
talents publicly about three times a year when
the Shimbashi geisha put on shows at the lELmfoijo
under Mr. Kubo's direction. The first such ven-
ture was the Mijako odori of Kyoto which was soon
followed by the A^vma odori of Tokyo. Neatly
all the large cities now have these dance recitals.
"The show idea really began in the old days
when various geisha districts used to put on enter-
tainments called osarai at tea houses, but besides
being dancing competitions for the younger geisha
they were opportunities for the various houses>
and girls to show their rivals what good patron-
age they had. Their patrons competed with each
other in giving their favourites lavish kimono. But
all this silliness is gone now/' said the owner of